
KS1 Key Vocabulary list 

Year 1 

Words in bold relate to the themes, concepts and historical skills 

that run throughout the whole history curriculum. Children will 

need to know the meanings of these words and have examples of 

them in context. Words will be repeated for consolidation.  

 

Toys Famous Explorers Great Fire of London 
before 
after 
past 
present 
old 
new 
then 
now 
today  
modern 
timeline  
different 
same  
favourite 
 

explore 
explorer 
exploration 
significant 
astronaut 
oceanographer 
mountaineer 
before 
after 
past 
present 
monument 
same 
different 
change 
continuity 
then 
now 
 

evidence 

present 
past 

now 
then 

Lord Mayor 
fire hook 

diary 
Samuel Pepys 

significant 
archaeologist 

before 
after 

modern-day 
Christopher Wren 
St Paul’s Cathedral 

chronological order 
timeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Words in bold relate to the themes, concepts and historical skills 

that run throughout the whole history curriculum. Children will 

need to know the meanings of these words and have examples of 

them in context. These concepts will be built upon throughout the 

rest of the history curriculum. 

 

Kings and Queens Titanic Hospitals and 
Healthcare 

king 
queen 
reign 
monarch 
coronation 
before 
past 
present 
moat 
drawbridge 
battlements, 
attack 
defend 
protect 
Buckingham Palace 
Windsor Castle 
Balmoral Castle 
Queen Elizabeth II 
present day  
monument 
sceptre 
similar 
regal 

Battle of Hastings, 
William the Conqueror 
significant 
change,  
continuity 

Titanic 
Voyage 
Belfast 
New York 
ship 
launch  
social classes 
first class 
third class 
second class  
artefacts 
chronological,  
events,  
unsinkable 
lifeboats 
lifejackets 
reports 
influence 
safety 

before 
after 
past 
present 
old 
new 
then 
now 
today 
modern 
timeline 
different 
same 
similar 
compare 
decade 
century 
pioneer 
discrimination 

 


