NURSERY CLASS - LEARNING AT HOME.
Here are some activities for you to try at home if you are unable to come to school.
In the Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception classes) we plan activities and experiences in each of the 7 areas of the curriculum.
Below are some ideas of things to do for each area.

Personal, social and emotional development.
‘I enjoy the responsibility of carrying out small tasks and welcome praise for what I have done.’
Are there any jobs at home that your child could take responsibility for? For example, pairing up socks from the washing, tidying away their books or toys, counting out the cutlery at dinner time, carrying the shopping list in the supermarket. Maybe make a list of tasks to do, tick them off when they are complete and celebrate their achievements!

Communication and language
‘I can respond to simple instructions’
Play a simple game like ‘Simon says…’ or a treasure hunt game.
For example, you could ask, ‘Can you bring me something blue?’, ‘Can you find one of dad’s shoes?’ ‘Can you bring me a book off the shelf?’. You could award points for each task completed.
For a challenge you could add a timer to complete the task, or give clues instead of specific instructions. For example, ‘Can you bring me something with a zip that is hanging up in the hall?’ ‘Can you find something you could draw with?’ ‘Can you find something that is on/under/ behind/ next to the chair?’


Physical development
‘I can get dressed with some help’
Encourage your child to get dressed and undressed independently. 
For example, put their arms in their coat, unzip coats and jackets, put on underwear, pull up trousers.
‘I can use one handed tools and equipment’
Practice drawing and making marks using lots of different tools. For example, pens, pencils, paintbrushes, sticks or leaves dipped in paint, kitchen utensils (Does a fork make a different mark to a spoon?)
Use paintbrushes, rollers and water outside to make marks on the floor or walls.
Use small scissors to cut or snip paper and playdough.
Use a knife to butter toast or help cut up sandwiches.

Literacy
‘I can listen to stories and describe what is happening’
Encourage your child to tell you their favourite stories by looking at the pictures. Can they create different voices for the characters? Can they explain why a character behaved a certain way, how they might feel or what might happen next in the story?


‘I have favourite songs and rhymes and can fill in the missing words’
Practice singing and saying rhymes together. Can your child fill in the missing words? For example, ‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a …’
Encourage your child to say their favourite rhymes in different voices. For example, a giant’s voice, a mouse’s voice, a silly voice!

Maths - Focus on number 0 - 5
‘I can select a small number of objects from a group when asked’
Play games such as ‘café’ or ‘shop’ and ask your child to give you a small number of items. For example, ‘Can I have 1 cup of tea and 2 biscuits please?’ ‘Can I have 3 apples please?’
For an added challenge you could write down the number of items requested so your child is matching the numeral and the amount. 
‘I know that anything can be counted!’
How many doors are in your house? How many windows in your living room? Can you stamp your feet 4 times? How many claps can you hear? How many steps do you take from your bed to the door?
We use cbeebies ‘Numberblocks’ in school to help consolidate the children’s understanding of number. Follow this link for some ‘Numberblocks’ games
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/numberblocks-make-and-play?collection=fun-activities-for-toddlers-and-preschoolers 





Understanding the world
‘I can notice features of objects in my environment and talk about things I have observed.
Can you find any minibeasts (insects/spiders etc) in your home or garden? Can you find any other interesting objects? (leaves, sticks, pinecones, spider webs) Can you look at an object in a different way? (pumpkins before and after cutting, inside of a tomato, inside of a red cabbage.) Are you able to look closely and tell someone what you can see? Could you draw a picture of what you have found?
‘I know who my immediate family and relations are and I can talk about significant events in my own experience’
Can you and your child create a photo album of family members or special events they will remember such as holidays, birthdays, first day of school? Encourage your child to talk about the photographs by asking open ended questions. For example, I wonder why….? What would happen if…? Who do you think…?

Expressive arts and design
‘I can create sounds by tapping, shaking and banging’
‘I can explore how sounds can be changed’
Help your child to create their own percussion instruments by putting dried pasta, rice or beans in different containers. Try old socks, metal pans, plastic bottles. Use different utensils (wooden/metal spoons, hairbrush, pens) to tap, scrape and bang on a variety of materials (table top, cushions, cardboard boxes, metal pans) Are the sounds the same or different? Does it sound like anything else you know? Can you use the same utensil or material and make a different sound?
‘I can tap out a simple repeated rhythm’
Use your instrument creations to play a simple copy-cat game. Tap out a simple rhythm and ask you child to copy it. Then they can create a rhythm for you to copy.
‘I can explore colour and how colours can be changed’
Give your child the opportunity to use paint and explore what happens when colours are mixed together. Encourage your child to talk about what they are doing and what they have noticed.

If you have any questions please get in touch.
Don’t forget to send news of your achievements at home to catterallj@stlukeshalsall.sefton.org.uk 
We love to see photographs too!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Below are some websites that are free or have a free trial period.

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-1-games.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1
https://www.busythings.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/number-songs-from-numberblocks

